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Removing old wallpapers
WALLPAPERS

Most wallpapers have a protective waterproof coating on their face that makes

them serviceable (spongeable, washable). For this reason it can be difficult to

remove a well coated paper without scratching its surface with a wire brush or

decorator’s tool. This allows the adhesive beneath the coating to soften and

facilitate easy removal of the paper.

Following the scouring process apply a steam stripper to the wall .

Once the paper is soaked scrape it off using a stripping knife , ensuring walls

and paintwork are washed down afterwards with clean water.

VINYLS

Vinyl wallcoverings are made up of a backing sheet with a PVC layer laid on top.

This top PVC layer can be peeled off by pulling at it from the bottom. The exposed

backing layer can be easily removed by wetting and scraping it. It will come off

either in a complete length, or in large sections. 
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Preparation
Ensure that the bare walls are sound and that any holes or cracks are suitably

filled and rubbed smooth when dry. New plaster, or any other particularly

absorbent surface, should be sized with a weakened solution of wallpaper adhesive,

or preferably a primer/sealer. Damp walls, or walls with any history of damp or

mould problems, should be made good and treated with a fungicidal wash prior to

decoration beginning.

See end of this section for preparing specific surfaces.

LINING PAPER 

Hang the lining paper horizontally . This ensures the join of the lining paper does

not coincide with the join from the wallpaper.

TO HANG LINING PAPER

A Cut the lining paper the length of the wall plus 50-100mm (2-4 inches) for going

around the corner to the next wall.

B For accurate results, use a long spirit level to draw a horizontal line, however,

using the ceiling or coving line will be acceptable for the lining.

C Paste the length generously, concertina fold it and allow it to soak out for 

4-5 minutes.

D Working from a corner at the top of the wall, gradually open up the folds and

smooth the paper from the centre out, removing bubbles and creasing as you

go. Ensure that the edges are well bonded, applying a little extra paste if deemed

necessary. Once the paper is smoothed down tightly against the wall, cut the

lining paper into the corner and remove the small piece that was turned on to

the next wall. This will prevent any visual ‘ridging’ underneath the wallpaper

created by the lining paper being overlapped.

E Successive lengths should be initially very lightly butt joined and then just

slightly pulled apart, leaving a small gap of circa. 1 mm . This is to ensure that

the lining paper, should it expand again when the wallpaper is hung on top, does

not create a buckled join that will show through from underneath the wallpaper

as a horizontal line around the room.

F Allow the lining to fully dry (normally 24 hours) before hanging top wallcovering.
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There are very few walls, if any, that are truly square or absolutely vertical.

Therefore, if you were to hang your wallpaper starting in a corner the chances are

that the design on the paper would run askew, probably giving the appearance of it

running up or down hill. To overcome this it is necessary to create a true vertical

line as a starting point for hanging.

The best way of achieving this is by way of a spirit level, preferably a 2 metre one.

Place it on the wall and mark lightly with a pencil every 150mm (6 inches) from the

top of the wall to the bottom. 

An alternative option is to use a ‘plumb line’ . This is a piece of string with a

weight on the bottom, that is attached to the top of the wall with a pin or nail. 

Once fixed at the top of the wall, allow it to swing freely until it rests. Mark the wall

with a pencil both underneath the weight and at the top where the nail is. Then

mark the wall behind the string, every 300-600mm (12-24 inches), before joining

them all up with a long straight edge. Plumb lines are readily available from any 

DIY shop.

STARTING POINT

For best optical results start the hanging on a focal point, such as chimney 

breast . If there is no focal point, then hang the first drop in the middle of the

wall and work out towards the corners .

For wallpapers with a big pattern or motif, cut the first length ensuring that when

the paper is finally trimmed, that there is a complete motif at the top of the 

wall . Cutting through a motif will highlight any deviation in the trueness of the

ceiling. Always try and finish where any bad pattern match will be least visible, such

as into a corner or above a door.
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Getting the wallpaper vertical

Pasting
A Position the wallpaper face down with one edge ‘square on’ with the very edge

of the pasting table .

B Apply the adhesive generously down the centre of the sheet and then brush out

towards the edge that’s lined-up with the edge of the board. Use outward

strokes only, as drawing the brush back towards you may result in paste being

pulled onto the face of the paper. Once this is done, pull the whole length back

towards you, lining up the other edge with the other side of the paste board, and

then paste outwards from the centre again. This method will ensure a minimum

amount of paste contaminating the paste table and finding its way on to the face

of the next length to be pasted.

C Once pasted, fold the adhesive surfaces together, top to middle and bottom to

middle . This ensures that the moisture stays in the sheet, reducing the risk of

drying out of the edges. Allow the paper to soak for the recommended time as

per the wallpaper label. 
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Hanging the first piece

Hanging into corners

A Measure out the first length of wallpaper carefully, adding on 75-100mm for

trimming top and bottom, ensuring a full motif starts at the top of the wall.

B Subsequent lengths will need trim waste adding plus the pattern repeat, to ensure

that it will be long enough to pattern match the previous length from top to bottom.

C Check that the pattern is the correct way up, never assume that it comes off the roll

the correct way up. Hang the first length vertically to the plumb line drawn on the

wall . Holding at the top, gently open the paper and allow it to fall down the wall.

D Position the top half and smooth it gently down the centre with a good quality

paperhanger’s brush, working out towards the edges as you go. 

E Ensure that any air bubbles are fully brushed out. If this proves difficult, then

gently pull the paper away from the wall and brush it down again.

F Open the bottom fold and continue to smooth the paper down to the skirting. 

G Brush the paper tight into the top of the skirting and wall join before gently

running a pencil along it to create a line for cutting . Carefully pull the

wallpaper away from the wall and cut along the line with a pair of long

decorators shears or scissors .

Another option is to brush the paper into the skirting and wall join, then holding

the paper tight against the wall using a long ‘steel’, such as a wide width scraper or

steel ruler . Trim the paper by firmly drawing a sharp trimming blade (keeping it

a shallow angle) along the edge of the steel. (It is important that the blade is kept

at a shallow angle to reduce the risk of tearing.)

TIP: ALWAYS CUT PAPER INTO THE ANGLE BETWEEN THE WALL 

AND THE SKIRTING (OR CEILING), WITH THE AID OF SOMETHING 

TO HOLD THE PAPER TIGHT AGAINST THE WALL. OTHERWISE 

THE PAPER MAY SNAG AND TEAR, RESULTING IN A POOR FINISH.

H Dilute off any surplus paste that contaminates the face of the paper, skirting

board and ceiling with a damp soft sponge. Do not rub with a dry cloth, as this

will smear the adhesive into the paper.

I Precisely position subsequent lengths using butt-joins. Do not overlap unless instructed

to do so for double cutting purposes. See opposite for double cutting procedure.
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16 As previously mentioned, corners are rarely, if ever, truly vertical. Never attempt 

to hang papers around them. Always hang them into two parts, decorating first

into the corner before going onto the next wall and decorating back into the 

same corner.

A To do this, first measure the distance in 2 or 3 places, from the last drop into the

corner . Add 5-10mm to the longest of the distances measured and cut the

length dry to that width. 

B Paste in the normal way and hang the paper. Fold the excess around the corner

and brush tight in using a paperhangers brush.
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C On the next wall, measure the width of the piece cut off from the last drop and

make a new vertical plumb line at that width for the corner. 

D Using the plumb line as a vertical guide, paste and hang the cut-off piece back into

the corner, slightly overlapping the piece turned around from the previous wall .

E Use an overlap or border adhesive for overlapping into the corners. This is

particularly important when hanging vinyls.

F On thick or heavily embossed papers it may be necessary to overlap and double

cut. See below.

G On external corners, particularly if using heavily embossed papers, double

cutting may also be required.
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There are three ways of cutting around sockets. Full removal guarantees the best

result, though some decorators prefer to save time through part or even non-removal.

IN ALL CASES THE ELECTRICITY WILL REQUIRE TURNING OFF AT THE MAINS.

FULL REMOVAL OF SWITCH PLATE

Remove the screws from the switch , undo the wires from the back and completely

remove the plate, ensuring that the procedure for putting them back has been

recorded. Then hang the paper over the hole and identify its location . Gently trim or20
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Light switches and plug sockets
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Double cutting
Double cutting is often a good way of achieving a perfect, invisible butt-join. It is

particularly useful when using thick or heavily embossed papers where an overlap

would clearly show.

A To achieve this it is necessary, having overlapped the papers, to use a sharp

trimming knife and metal straight edge. Holding the straight edge down the

middle of the overlap and pressing just hard enough to go through both layers

of paper, draw the trimming knife from top to bottom . 

B Remove the outer trimmed excess, then lift the top layer clear and remove the

underneath trimmed excess. Brush the two layers flat to the wall. Wipe off

excess adhesive that will be on the face of one edge with a clean damp sponge.

18

cut around the inside of the hole leaving approximately 5-6 mm overlapping inside .

Allow the paper to dry for a little while and then put the light switch back on.
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Light switches and plug socketsCONTINUED

PART REMOVAL OF SWITCH PLATE

Undo the switch plate screws just enough for the plate to be pulled away from the

wall by about 5-10mm, without completely removing it.

Hang the paper over the top of the switchplate and identify (by gently creasing

the paper around it) the switch location . Make a small hole in the middle of

where the switch is and cut diagonally out towards the corners, using single

clean cuts .

Cut past the corner of the switch by about 5-10 mm. This will allow the switch to be

pulled through without tearing the paper. Once pulled through, trim the flaps

leaving about 5-6 mm for tucking under the switch plate. Brush the flaps under the

plate and re-tighten the screws.

NON-REMOVAL OF SWITCH PLATE

Leaving the switch plate in situ, hang the paper over the top and identify its

position by gently creasing . Make a small hole in the middle of where the switch25
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will go and cut diagonally out towards the corners using single clean cuts .

Cut past the switch by about 5-10 mm and then brush the paper down tight in

against the angle between the plate and wall. (The flaps will stick up.)

Using a steel blade, such as a 4 inch scraper, hold the paper into the join where the

switch and wall meet. Trim off the excess using a sharp trimming knife .27
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Hanging into a recessed window is not as daunting as it may at first seem, so long

as you accept that almost inevitably there is going to be some patching in. The

important thing about patching in is that you identify, before starting, the place it

will be best hidden. With conventional curtains this may be on the side wall recess,

whereas if you’re using a deep valance or swags, it may be more appropriate to put

it on the underside of the top recess.

SEQUENCE

To paper around a recess window follow these steps:

Hang the length that will go into the recess and cut horizontal cuts, top and

bottom, to allow the spare piece to be brushed into the recess.

Butt join the next piece above the window and turn under the recess and 

trim-up.

Butt join the next piece below the window and trim. Continue with this

sequence until the other side of the window is reached.

Hanging the final length for the other side of the window is as piece 1.

Cut the fill in pieces, slightly over-sized, to allow for underlapping the paper

already hung. Firstly, peel back the edges of the full drops and then paste,

position and trim the pieces, ensuring that any pattern match is accounted for,

before brushing back down the edges of the full drops. If need be, use double

cut technique as illustrated on Page 77.
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Hanging into recessed windows
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Hanging onto various surfaces

1 NEW PLASTER (POROUS)

This assumes that a starch powder mix is to be used for the decoration

• Allow the plaster to fully dry out.

• ’Size’ wall with a heavily diluted wallpaper adhesive (as recommended for a size 

on adhesive packet) or a diluted PVA builders adhesive (as recommended on tub).

• Cross-line the wall using a powder mix adhesive mixed to the heaviest

manufacturers recommendations. 

• Hang wallcovering using adhesive mixed to heaviest manufacturer’s

recommendations.

This assumes a light ready mixed tub adhesive to be used for the decoration

• Seal the wall using a decorator’s water-based primer/sealer. 

• Cross-line the wall using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive.

• Hang wallcovering using the same light ready mixed tub adhesive.

2 OLD PLASTER (PREVIOUSLY DECORATED)

• Strip wall back to a sound surface and wash down with clean water and sugar soap.

• Fill any cracks and holes, allow to dry and rub smooth.

• Sand wall with abrasive paper to create a ‘key’. 

• Cross-line wall using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive. 

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive as lining.

3 PLASTERBOARD (DUAL SIDED)

Smooth side

• Overcome any joins between the plasterboard by filling with suitable filler and

rubbing smooth, or cover them over using a thin plasterboard ‘jointing’ tape. 

• Prime the surface with a decorator’s primer/sealer. 

• Hang wallcovering direct onto plasterboard using a light ready mixed tub adhesive.

Rough side

• Overcome any joins between the plasterboard by either filling with suitable filler

and rubbing smooth, or cover them over using a thin plasterboard ‘jointing’ tape.

• Prime the surface with a decorator’s primer/sealer. 

• Cross line using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive. 

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive as for lining.

4 BRICKWORK/CEMENT RENDER

• Treat wall with an ‘Alkaline resistant primer/sealer’ to seal in any 

efflorescence (brick salts).

• Vertically-line wall using a ‘medium’ or ‘contract’ grade ready mixed tub adhesive. 

• Allow to fully dry.

• Hang second liner (horizontally) using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive 

and allow to fully dry.

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed adhesive as for second lining.

When it comes to wallpapering there are surprisingly few solid surfaces

that cannot be successfully decorated on if given suitable preparation.

Most people tend to shy away from anything that is not plaster, painted

plaster or cross-lined, when there is truthfully no need to be fearful.

Below is a selection of surfaces that can be successfully decorated upon, along with the recommended

process route. It assumes that a standard paper backed wallcovering is to be used.
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5 PAINTED SURFACES (EMULSION OR GLOSS)

• Ensure paint is sound and secure on surface. Fully remove any flaking paint.

• Wash down with sugar soap solution to remove grease and dirt.

• Rub paint surface using a medium grade abrasive paper to create 

a good ‘key’ for adhesive. 

• Treat wall with a decorator’s primer/sealer, as recommended for sealed surfaces.

• Hang lining paper horizontally using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive 

and allow to dry.

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive as for lining.

6 LAMINATE DISPLAY BOARDS

• Apply a coat of decorator’s primer/sealer as recommended for sealed surfaces.

• If laminate board is smooth hang direct onto it using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive.

• If laminate board is rough then cross-line using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive.

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed adhesive as for lining.

7 WOOD AND WOOD-BASED MATERIALS

• Rub down with a fine abrasive paper and dust off.

• Mould or algae to be treated with a fungicidal wash diluted with clean water 

as per recommendations.

• Holes, cracks and defects to be filled with good quality filler.

• When dry, rub down smooth and dust off.

• Wall surface should be allowed to fully dry.

• Metal fixings should be ‘spot’ primed with an appropriate metal primer.

• Apply a coat of decorator’s primer/sealer diluted with clean water 

as per manufacturer’s recommendations and allow to fully dry.

• Rub down with a fine abrasive paper to remove any raised fibres and dust off.

• Cross-line using a light ready mixed adhesive.

8 MDF (MEDIUM DENSITY FIBREBOARD)

• Apply a coat of decorator’s primer/sealer.

• Cross-line using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive.

• Hang wallcovering using the same ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive as for lining.

9 METAL

• Clean off all dirt, oil and surface contamination by degreasing with white spirit.

• Whilst still wet, lightly abrade the surface with a medium grade wet and dry paper.

• Remove any residue with a succession of clean cloths until fully dry.

• Prime with an appropriate proprietary brand metal primer.

• Allow to fully dry.

• Apply a coat of decorator’s primer/sealer diluted with clean water 

to manufacturer’s recommendations and allow to dry.

• Cross-line with a medium grade lining paper using a ‘light’ ready mixed 

tub adhesive.

• Allow to fully dry.

10 GLASS, CERAMIC TILING, STOVED ENAMEL, ETC

• Apply an acrylic primer/sealer.

• Cross-line using a ‘Medium’ or ‘contract’ grade ready mixed tub adhesive.

• Hang wallcovering using a ‘light’ ready mixed tub adhesive. 


